Ivi          The Referendum in Belgium

have then to tfe discarded as old-fashioned. It will
also be necessary later on to introduce the popular
initiative, which is an inevitable consequence of the
referendum. The people will not only have the
right of putting the drag on the legislative coach,
they will also insist on giving it a start. Finally, the
referendum and the initiative will be introduced
with more show of reason for local, provincial, and
communal affairs.1

The introduction of the referendum into our par-
liamentary organisation will not be merely a slight
modification of the constitution, unnoticeable in its
effects: it will be the germ of a new departure, or,
to speak more exactly, the commencement of a com-
plete political revolution.

The Ministers.

It is very rare for the chiefs of the administrative
departments to resign in Switzerland when they have
experienced a rebuff or a check at a referendum..

The attitude of the Belgian Ministers is very dif-
ferent. It is dictated, not by constitutional or legal
texts, but by ancient and unchanging traditions.

Let us consider two distinct cases. Suppose, first
of all, that an important law is passed by the two
Chambers, and is supported by the Ministry, who
stake their existence on it either implicitly or in
express terms.

As matters stand to-day, should the King refuse

1 The referendum has nothing in common with the inquiry which
the local authorities are authorised to institute by Article 75 of
the Communal Law, in order to gain information before making a
decision.